AITA/IATA abi

Legal address:
MAI, Rue Washington, 40 — 1050
Brussels, Belgium

To Promote Understanding and Education Through Theatre

Report on the AITA/IATA Council Meeting
26 May 2026 held ONLINE

Dear National Centres & Associate Members

Introduction - On 26 May 2026, AITA/IATA Council held an Online Council Meeting, three
councillors, Carlos Taberneiro, Kelli McLoud-Schingen and Stephen Tobias were excused
from the meeting. President Sofia Wegelius chaired the meeting. Contact details of Council
Members can be found on the AITA/IATA Website HERE.

1. Finance and Legal

Council reviewed membership figures, noting 86 active members (27 National
Centres and 59 Associates), with reminders to be sent to dormant and possible members.
Council also discussed PayPal processing fees and agreed that a new Belgian-based non-
profit business PayPal account should be created to better manage membership payments
and donations. Regarding UNESCO voluntary contributions, Council decided to reduce
the annual payment to €100.
2. General Assembly 2026 (Antwerp)

Preparations for the General Assembly are progressing, with Registration Forms already in
place and key financial documents received by the Independent Financial Controller,
Treasurer of AITA/IATA, Accountant of AITA/IATA and Secretariat of AITA/IATA. The Draft
Agenda of the General Assembly will be distributed to members by 27 June 2026.
Members will be reminded of the deadline for discounted accommodation bookings via email
and social media posts.

3. New Members — Council approved several new Associate Members from
Turkey, Uganda, Canada, and Slovenia. The application from Zimbabwe as a
National Centre was previously approved by email.

4. Subgroups & Ongoing Work —

- The 75th Jubilee Subgroup is finalising logo proposals ahead of further
review.

- The Festival Handbook Revision Subgroup is preparing updated materials.

- The Media & Marketing Subgroup continues work on promotional tools for
festivals.

- The Youth Subgroup reported active international collaboration and future
festival planning in Europe.
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- The Financing Subgroup and Theatre Twin Subgroup will reconvene to
continue development work.

- The Global Inclusion Subgroup is compiling survey results on inclusivity in
AITA/IATA.

- Masterclass planning continues, a French Speaking Masterclass with Steven
Vromman (from Belgium) on Sustainable Festivals is scheduled for 17 October
2026 at 1PM (UTC+1)., the event will be advertised upon the receipt of written
description from the Speaker.

5. Festivals

Preparations for the World Children’s & Youth Performing Arts Festival — Louder Together
are progressing, ticket sales are launched, LINK to the ticket selling page, General Assembly
registration is open, link to the Registration Forms. The call for applications for the Festival
Iberoamerica de Teatre Amateur organised by Catalonia National Centre IS OPEN now, link
to the Festival Call. Italy National Centre, FITA intends to submit an official proposal at the
next General Assembly to host the 2031 AITA/IATA World Festival for Adults.

Council approved a new programme titled “Rent a Councillor” enabling members to invite
Council representatives to events or online meetings. Information on this programme is
expected to be shared on the AITA/IATA website and in email.

6. Future meetings —

The next Online Council meeting is scheduled on 1 July 2026. The details of the next
physical council meetings remain unchanged.

The Council of AITA/IATA offered best wishes and good health to all Members.
The Council of AITA/IATA
26 May 2026
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